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Figure 3 - 191. Staircase to Warden’s Office (MBD P1000426.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 192. Handprint (MBD P1010134.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 193. Bootprint (MBD P1010310.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 194a. Inscription in Officers’ Row Terrace - “Tippy 575 7/2/46,” behind Officers’ Row 
9 foundation wall. (Photo Courtesy of Shelagh Fritz (Officers’ Row graffiti 1.jpg))
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Figure 3 - 194b. Inscription in Officers’ Row Terrace - “May 1, 19XX,” located within Officers’ 
Quarters 8 Garden (Photos Courtesy of Shelagh Fritz (Officers’ Row graffiti 2.jpg, Officers’ Row 
graffiti 3.jpg)) 



A l c a t r a z  I s l a n d  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k    ◙   C u l t u r a l  L a n d s c a p e  R e p o r t  

 

C h a p t e r  3          3  - 1 5 2   E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  A s s e s s m e n t  

 
 

 
Figure 3 - 194c. Inscription in Officers’ Row Terrace - “EM,” located within remnant coal 
bin/garden storage structure in Officers’ Quarters 8 Garden. (Photos Courtesy of Shelagh Fritz 
(Officers’ Row graffiti 4.jpg, Officers’ Row graffiti 5.jpg)) 
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Figure 3 - 195. Pipe Railing (SR34) north of Restroom on Main Road (MBD P1000430.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 196.  Chain Railing (SR32) on Main Road between Switchback Three and Lighthouse. 
Note the circular outline of the coal delivery opening from the previous Officers Quarters in the 
road paving. (MBD SR32.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 197. Security Railing (SR24) along east side of Officers’ Row near Officers’ Quarters 9, 
extends along north edge of Officers’ Row, see photograph below (MBD IMG_2843.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 198.  9a Stairs with SR24 security railing at far north end of Officers’ Row (MBD 
IMG_2846.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 199. Staircase between Officers’ Quarters 9 and 8a gardens in Officers’ Row (MBD 
IMG_2834.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 200. Staircase between 8a gardens and Officers’ Quarters 8 in Officers’ Row (MBD 
IMG_2858.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 201. Staircase between 8a gardens and Officers’ Quarters 8 in Officers’ Row with pipe 
railing (SR11) and decorative concrete railing (SR24) (MBD IMG_2856.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 202. Stairs in Garden Terrace 7a in Officers’ Row with pipe railing (SR11) on left (MBD 
IMG_2873.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 203. Staircase between Officers’ Quarters 7 and Warden’s House garden in Officers’ 
Row with pipe railing (SR12) and decorative concrete railing (SR35) (MBD IMG_2879.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 204. Upper West Road looking north from near Lighthouse.  Cellhouse Slope Garden is 
on right and concrete seatwall with pipe railing (SR36) in left of photo. Masonry block wall is on 
right (see structures). (MBD DCS03071.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 205. Staircase to Toolshed and Cobble Walls. (MBD DSC03257.JPG)  
 

 
Figure 3 - 206. Concrete Curb, Upper West Road, Road to Parade Ground on right, Toolshed in 
center between the two roads and Main Prison on the left (MBD IMG_4115.JPG)  



A l c a t r a z  I s l a n d  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k    ◙   C u l t u r a l  L a n d s c a p e  R e p o r t  

 

C h a p t e r  3          3  - 1 5 9   E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  A s s e s s m e n t  

 
Figure 3 - 207. Staircase to West Lawn, south of Stockade/Recreation Yard and accessed from 
Upper West Road, Main Prison is in the background (MBD IMG_4121.JPG) 
  

 
Figure 3 - 208. Stone Wall at base of West Road Terrace; Main Prison in the background(MBD 
IMG_4114.JPG)  
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Figure 3 - 209. Road to Parade Ground looking south, Toolshed, Toolshed Terraces, Observation 
Blind, View to San Francisco in distance (MBD DSC03266.JPG)  
 

 
Figure 3 - 210. Road to Parade Ground looking south, Observation Blind on right, View to Bay 
Bridge in background (MBD DSC03277.JPG)  
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Figure 3 - 211. Remnants of Road Tower foundation behind metal pipe railing, prison era fence in 
background. (SR62) (MBD DSC02886.JPG)  
 

 
Figure 3 - 212. Rubble Curb, Toolshed Terraces, Reconstructed Toolshed (MBD DSC03265.JPG)  
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Figure 3 - 213. Concrete/Rubble Wall on east side of Road to Parade Ground, observation blind in 
far right of photo (MBD DSC03273.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 214. Chain link safety railing (SR64), pipe railing (SR63) on concrete wall in left of photo, 
and metal pipe railing (SR62) in center of photo (MBD UWR_RPG_SB.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 215. Observation blind on west side of Road to Parade Ground (MBD DSC03278.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 216. Lower West Road looking south from Road to Parade Ground, View to San 
Francisco (MBD IMG_4120.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 217. “Warning Keep Off” sign on Masonry Retaining Wall below former site of Road 
Tower, viewed from Incinerator area (MBD DSC02853.JPG)  
 

 
Figure 3 - 218. Recesses in Rock (remnant supports for Perimeter Sentry Walk), Lower West Road 
retaining wall, “Warning Keep Off” sign on concrete retaining wall below Road Tower site (MBD 
Catwalk.JPG)  
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Vegetation - Main Road 

Several gardens are located along the road. Although they were abandoned for several decades, 
remnants of these gardens still exist. Specifically, garden areas exist at the entrance to the 
Guardhouse Complex, on the slopes between the road’s levels, adjacent to the Electric Shop, near 
Switchback Three, on terraces located adjacent to former Officers’ Row houses, within two of the 
three building foundations at Officers’ Row, adjacent to the Warden’s House, on the slope southeast 
of the Main Prison, at the West Lawn and West Lawn Perennial Borders, and near the road’s 
switchback on the west side of the Island. All garden areas in the Main Road Character Area have 
been rehabilitated except the West Lawn-South, which will remain an area for waterbird habitat. 

 

Table 17: Vegetation - Main Road - Figure 3-229 

Feature (Type) Bldg 
 # 

Figure
# 

Description Condition

Sallyport Garden 
with SR6 and SR8 

22 3-219 Exhibits a diversity of ornamental plants as it 
did historically.  

Good 

Electric Shop Bed 89 3-220 Exhibits a diversity of ornamental plants as it 
did historically. 

Good 

Officers’ Row 
 

The terrace walls, basement walls, paths, stairs, and railings 
have been cleared of ivy and weeds.  Brick and concrete edging 
still lines the paths and planting beds and stepping stones are 
still in place. (Officers’ Row Gardens Treatment Plan) 
(Figure 3-116). See Table 14 Buildings – Main Road for 
individual images 

 

Officers’   
Quarters 7 

     

7 3-117 Building foundation nearest to Warden’s 
House. Restroom has been constructed on a 
portion of the site. Light groundcover exists. 
 

Fair 

     Garden 
     Terrace  - 7a 

7a 3-118 Four foot tall block wall planting beds just 
north of Officers’ Quarters 7. Common 
plants include: Narcissus sp.,  Rosa sp., 
boxwoods, Spirea sp., Fuchsia sp., and 
heliotrope.12 
 

Good 

                                                 
12 Byers and Ashford 2006b: 31 
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Table 17: Vegetation - Main Road, continued - Figure 3-229 

Feature (Type) Bldg 
 # 

Figure
# 

Description Condition

Officers’ Row, 
continued 
 

  

     Officers’ 
     Quarters 8 

8 
 

3-119 Remnant brick foundation abutting the 
Trough Wall and a remnant coal bin/ garden 
storage that a portion of the Trough Wall as 
been built on top of. Common plants include: 
bearded Iris, Crocosmia sp., Rosa sp., 
Centhranthus ruber, and Limonium perezil.13 

Good 

     Garden  
     Terrace - 8a 

8a 
 

3-120  Terraced garden area just north of Officers’ 
Quarters 8 site. Common plants include: 
Lathyrus latifoilus, Cistus ‘Sunset’, Pelargonium 
sp.14 

Good 

     Officers’ 
     Quarters 9 

9 
 

3-121 Consists of partial brick and stone foundation 
walls.  A garden and reconstructed c2007 
Hothouse currently occupy the site. Common 
plants include: Limonium perezil, Gazania sp., 
and Pelargonium sp.15 

Good 

    Garden  
     Terrace - 9a 

9a 
 

3-122 Consists of three terraced levels with rubble 
retaining walls.  At northern most end of 
Officers’ Row.  Monterey Cypress, Agapanthus 
orientalis, Vinca major, and Oxalis  exist on the 
site.16 

Poor 

Trough Wall   3-226 Ivy Leaf Pelargoniums planted in Trough 
Wall from SB3 to Lighthouse on Main Road 

Good 

Cellhouse Slope 68 3-222 Vegetated Slope below Main Prison Plaza. 
Planted with Drosanthemum floribundum, 
Pelargonium 'Prince Bismarck' and Rosa 'Felicite 
et Perpetue' 

Fair 

West Lawn 68 3-223 North - semi-overgrown lawn west of Main 
Prison (includes Chasmanthe floribunda). 
Perennial Lawn borders have been 
rehabilitated.  South- completely hidden by 
tall overgrowth (Ficus carica, and Albizia). 

North: 
Fair 
South: 
Poor 

West Road 
Terraces 

 3-224 Terraced garden located south of Recreation 
Yard/Stockade.  Exhibits a diversity of 
ornamental plants as it did historically. 

Fair 

 
 

                                                 
13 Byers and Ashford 2006b: 30 
14 Ibid. 
15 Byers and Ashford 2006b: 29 
16 Ibid. 
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Table 17: Vegetation - Main Road, continued - Figure 3-229 

Feature (Type) Bldg 
 # 

Figure
# 

Description Condition

Toolshed Terraces  3-225 Terraced garden north of the Toolshed. 
Species include Echium candicans, Chasmanthe, 
Pelargonium sp., Spuria iris, Rosa ‘Felicite et 
Perpetue’. 

Fair 

Rose Garden  3-227 New planting beds and gravel paths. On site 
of former 1882 Hospital 

Good 

Water Tank 
Terrace 

 3-228 Vegetation on terrace south of Water Tower.  
Species include: Cordyline australis, Aeonium sp, 
and Chasmanthe floribunda 

Poor 

Main Road  
East Slope 

 3-131 
3-133 
3-137 

Vegetated slope north of Switchback 2.  
Species include: Monterey Cypress, Eucalyptus, 
and Prunus sp., as well as Albizia distachya, 
Hedera Helix, and Centrathus ruber 

Fair 

 
 

 
Figure 3 - 219. Sallyport Garden (MBD DSC02483.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 220. Electric Shop Bed, retaining wall, and trench along west side of Main Road 
(MBD DSC02509.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 221. Officers’ Row Garden Plantings (MBD IMG_2860.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 222. Cellhouse Slope (MBD DSC03067.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 223. West Lawn - North (MBD DSC00197.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 224. West Road Terraces (MBD Pl000645.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 225.  Toolshed Terraces (MBD DSC03264.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 226. Trough Wall (MBD P1000424.JPG) 
 

 
Figure 3 - 227.  Rose Garden (MBD P1000783.JPG) 
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Figure 3 - 228.  Water Tank Terrace (MBD P1030008.JPG) 
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Archeological - Main Road 

The potential archeological features of the Main Road consist of: buried defensive scarp Walls, 
buried batteries, dumping areas on shoals, possible garden remnants, and building remnants. 

 

Table 18: Archeological - Main Road - Figure 3-230 

Feature  ASMIS 
# 

Barker 
Inv # 

Description Condition 

Buried Defensive 
Scarp Walls -  
East Side 

GOGA 
00065; 
GOGA 
00214 
 

10; 
12 

 From Guardhouse Complex to 
Stores/QM Warehouse 
 Buried in slope formation, dating 
to 1870s (Chappell 1993; Martini 
2003; Barker 2009) 

Undetermined 

Lower Prison 
Kitchen Dump 

GOGA 
00215 
 

13  On slope north of Post Exchange 
ruins (Kelly 1981:3-4, Category 3) 
 Kitchens were in vicinity of Post 
Exchange and to south before base of 
Post Exchange was built (Barker 
2009) 

Undetermined 

Isolated Obsidian 
Lanceolate Point on 
Main Road 

GOGA 
00195 
 

14  Discovered by Alcatraz Garden 
Volunteer – from area of potential 
original grade (Barker 2008) 

Undetermined 

NCO Quarters 
(Buildings 12, 13, 14) 

GOGA 
00220 
 

20  Four structures in 1867 (1867 Map) 
 Three structures in a later period 
(ref map) 
 Front wall foundation ruin, 
demolished in the 1940s (martini 
2009) 

Undetermined 

Officers’ Row 
Foundation/ 
Structural Ruins 
(Buildings 7, 8, 9) 

GOGA 
00093 
 

15  Potential buried perimeter 
walls/structural ruins (Kelly 1981:2-1, 
Category 3; Barker 2006) 
 7 was burned in 1970s and then 
demolished 

Undetermined 

Hospital Steward’s 
Quarters 
(Building 37) 

GOGA 
00223 
 

23  Possible re-use and/or debris 
(Kelly 1981:2-8, Category 3). 

Undetermined 

Library Brick 
Footing 
(Building 47, 10A) 

GOGA 
00224 
 

24  Discovery in mascerator 
excavations – (archeology recorded 
after construction (Barker 2009) 

Undetermined 

Hospital (removed 
after 1920) 

GOGA 
00226 
 

26  Possible re-use and/or debris 
(Kelly 1981:2-8, Category 2; Barker 
2009) 

Undetermined 
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Table 18: Archeological - Main Road, continued - Figure 3-210 

Feature  ASMIS 
# 

Barker 
Inv # 

Description Condition 

Blacksmith Shop, 
Furnace (Building 
24) 

GOGA 
00205 
 

28  Adjacent to scarp wall and 
Battery Halleck (Battery 1) intersect 

Undetermined 

Barker Beach and 
Slope Dump 

GOGA 
00272 
 

78  Entire Shoal around Island 
identified as area of potential 
submerged archeological potential 
(Kelly 1981: 3-15, Category 3 
Barker, 2009) 

Undetermined 

Battery Tower 
(Battery VIII) 

GOGA 
00273 
 

79  On Lower West Road at fork in 
the road (1867 map; Thompson 
1979; Barker 2009) 

Undetermined 

Magazine at Battery 
Tower 

GOGA 
00281 

87  (1867 Map; Thompson 1979: 
Map 1; Barker 2009:87) 

Undetermined 

Furnace between 
Battery Tower and 
Battery McPherson  

GOGA 
00274 

80  On slope above Road to Parade 
Ground; west of pre-1940 (verify) 
playground (1867 map; Thompson 
1979; Barker 2009) 

Undetermined 

Battery McPherson 
(Battery IX) 

GOGA 
00275 

81  Possible buried remnants of pre-
1894 battery 
 Under pre-1940 playground 
(verify) 
 (1875 map; Thompson 1979: 
Map 9, Kelly 1981:2-2, 3-10, 
Category 2 or 3, Barker 2009) 

Undetermined 

Stable and Carriage 
House 

GOGA 
00284 

90  Behind western Battery 
McClellan 
 Stable was on east portion of 
west lawn and carriage house was 
on west portion of west lawn 
 (1867 map; Thompson 1979: 
Map 9; Barker 2009: 90) 

Undetermined 
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